
 

IOLA, KANSAS                          OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                               April 9, 2019 

  

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairperson 

Jerry Daniels, Commissioner Bruce Symes, Commissioner William H. “Bill” King and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk in the Commissioner’s room at the courthouse.     

 

Loren Korte, Allen County Regional Hospital Trustee, Rick Danley, Iola Register, Nick Reynolds, The 

Humboldt Union, Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, Robert Johnson, II, Allen County 

Counselor and Larry Crawford, Allen County Fair Board, were present to observe the meeting.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on April 2, 2019. 

Counselor Johnson led the flag salute. 

 

Commissioners discussed prioritizing projects. 

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney-Client 

Privilege concerning hospital.  Commissioner King seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  Those in the 

room will be Chairman Daniels, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner King, Loren Korte and Robert 

Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 8:34 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 

8:44 a.m.  No action was taken. 

 

Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director, discussed clean up at the Wright’s place.  He reported 

they have cleaned the area for the Rural Volunteer Fire.  He stated it is still too wet to do much.  

 

Commissioner Symes discussed the trip to Topeka on Friday and reported the Department of 

Transportation Director, discussed old US Hwy 169 and funding.  Chairman Daniels reported on a 

Coffee with Commissioners meeting in Chanute that they are still working on funding for the new 

US Hwy#169.  Mitch reported KDOT has had count strips out on the old highway.  

 

Jerry Middendorf, Allen County Fair Board, joined the meeting.  

 

Cole requested rock for the Mt. Hope Cemetery.  Mitch asked about funding from the City of 

Humboldt for upkeep. 

 

Commissioner Symes stated they met with David Toland, Secretary of Commerce, Lee Tafanelli, 

Adjutant General, Lindsey Douglas, Deputy Secretary of KDOT, Kent Thompson, US House of 

Representative District #9, and Lynn Rogers, Kansas Lt. Governor Lieutenant General while in 

Topeka. 

 

Commissioner King stated he will take the Moran land description to the abstract office later 

today.   

 

Terry Call, Allen County Zoning Administrator, David Blaha, Hayden Tower Service, Inc. joined the 

meeting.  

Counselor Johnson asked Jerry if he had received any bids for the Hog Barn.  Jerry stated he has 

not. Discussion followed.  

Terry reported the Zoning Board met on March 28, 2019.  They had listened to the request and 

moved to recommend the County Commission approve the Conditional Use request.  Bryan said 

around $800,000 for the tower.  David stated Tommy Lewis and Steve Hall had survey done and 

filed with the FFA for approval.  They have to wait for approval from them as well; should be 

approved without going through hoops.  Bryan reminded the commission they had to approve 

the geological study; he explained.  David stated the next step would be the geo process and 



 

environmental process; he explained what that entails. He would want to start in the 3rd quarter.  

Commissioner King moved to approve the recommendation of the zoning board for this tower.  

Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  Chairman Daniels stated it might be a 

2020 budget thing depending on a few other items. 

 

Chairman Daniels opened a sealed bid from Ron Boren for the Hog Barn for $33,000.  Jerry was 

hoping for it to come in lower.  Discussion followed.  Chairman Daniels asked about how many 

bids were asked for?  Counselor Johnson said they requested 20 bids, Jerry stated he had visited 

with most of them and timing was an issue from others.   

 

Commissioner King moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss Attorney-Client 

Privilege pending litigation.  Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  Those in the 

room will be Chairman Daniels, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner King, and Robert Johnson, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 9:15 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:20 a.m.  No 

action was taken. 

 

Jerry Middendorf discussed just getting a new building instead of repairing the current hog barn. 

Jerry and Larry will discuss with the Fair Board about this idea at their meeting this evening.  Jerry 

questioned about other options.  Counselor Johnson commented on this idea.  Commissioners 

tabled the decision until next week. 

 

Jerry stated the next project will be the horse barn.  Discussion followed.  

 

Commissioner Symes asked if the Tech Center and Building Trades could do any of these 

projects for the horse barn.  Discussion followed. Chairman Daniels stated it won’t hurt to get 

bids early for later building.  Larry discussed future plans and ideas on the buildings.  

 

Terry discussed the jacks for the portable local area rest room and use for fair and others.  

 

Commissioner King moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss Attorney-Client 

Privilege.  Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chairman Daniels, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner King, and Robert Johnson, II, Allen 

County Counselor.  The time is now 9:54 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:26 a.m.  No 

action was taken. 

Counselor Johnson left the meeting.  

Commissioners canvassed the USD #257 Special Bond Election.  They found no discrepancies.  

The election passed on all three propositions.   

Sid Fleming, City of Iola Administrator, Cole Herder, City of Humboldt Administrator, Tim Thyer, 

City of Iola Fire Chief, and Rick Zingre, Zingre’ and Associates, P.A. joined the meeting to review 

new plans for the Humboldt and Moran Ambulance Stations.   

 

 



 

 

Humboldt’s Station 

 

Moran’s Station, 3951 US Hwy #54, Moran, KS  



 

 

Rick explained he mainly made the cost based on the area and location of Humboldt since the 

commission can change more things at the Moran site.  Discussion followed.  Costs do not 

include preparation of pads.   

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Commissioners discussed the needs compared to wants for these stations.  Commissioners stated 

they could have the county prepare the site and save monies.  Discussion followed.  

Commissioners asked Sid if he, Tim and Michael Burnett were comfortable with Draft 3 which is 

the ones listed here.  Sid stated they were good with it.  Tim stated he felt they should have the 

generator included in case the electric went down the doors could still be opened so they 

could go on a run.  All in the discussion discussed different items that they can live without and 

items that could be downsized and/or purchased later.  They reviewed as much cost savings as 

they could.  Rick stated once bids are released, they will know more.   

 

Sheriff Murphy stated Foley does the maintenance on the Jail and 911 generators.  Rick 

explained the bid process.  He stated there isn’t a lot of “fluff” to these plans.  Chairman Daniels 

stated he would like to proceed with draft 3.  Cole asked about masonry work.  Rick stated no; 

these costs do not include masonry.  Discussion followed on how it will be bid, like one project for 

the two buildings or two bids, one for each building.  

 

Commissioner Symes asked if the payment would be at the end or as you go payment.  Rick 

stated he would be setting up the contract with the contractor and Counselor Johnson will 

review.  He stated they will be signing off on vouchers as the project proceeds; progress billings.  

Discussion continued; 10% retainer on the project, performance bond will be required, payment 

bonds as well.  Rick stated being bonded basically states yes these are good companies. Rick 

stated his job is to make sure they don’t overbill the county each time.  Rick would be the go 

through person.   

 

Tim asked about the generator in place of the flag, signs with lights or not.  Discussion followed.  

Rick stated the phones and radio antennas are outside of the scope of the cost of this project.  

Rick stated if they want a flag pole in the future he can develop a plan with lighting.   

 

Rick stated he will be available to discuss anything during the project time. He stated changes 

will be accepted as well.   



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Rick asked about subbing out utilities.  He explained a process how this is usually handled. Cole 

stated typically there is a tap fee but the plumber usually takes care of this and the city bills, but 

they have certified utilities employees who could take care of it.  

 

Chairman Daniels moved to proceed with option 3.  Commissioner Symes seconded.  Discussion 

followed.   Rick will be done with drawings within 6 weeks and then put out for bid for one 

month; looking to start the project about June 2019.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Cole reported the council talked last night and will do something in a cost share of some kind.   

 

Commissioners approved the following documents: 

a) Clerk’s Vouchers – 4/4/19-$297,059.85 & 4/18/19-$19,034.10 

b) Payroll – Mileage reimbursement for Roberta Ellis, Chelsie Angleton, Terry 

Call, Cindy Scovill 

c) Payroll – transfer of leave   

d) Payroll – Approved Vacation carryover for 6 months for Debra Ludlum and 

Deborah Regehr 

e) Payroll – J.D. Harris’ new position 6 month increase. 

       

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner King moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Symes seconded, and motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 11:06 a.m. 

until April 16, 2019 at 8:30 a.m. in the Commission room of the courthouse.   

 

 

_____________________________________  _____________________________________ 

Jerry Daniels, Chairperson              William H. King, Commissioner 

 

______________________________________              _____________________________________  

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk   Bruce Symes, Commissioner 

 

 

  

 


